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"" failing until in dry weather it had dwindled1
" altogether away and the nullah had become dry ;:
" I then caused the trees which grew thickly on the
** sides of the ravines to be cut down for a distance-
" of thirty or forty yards, and others further up to
" be thinned and cleared. Within a few days water
** again appeared in the nullah, and in a short time
" commenced to flow as before." If this be confirm-
ed by experiments conducted by equally competent
persons in various ^arts of the country, ghauts and
plains, and under varying circumstances, then there
would be no objection to the thinning of the trees,
for a few yards around the tanks and lakes, as is
I believe already done in some parts of the hill.
But such experiments should be made with great
caution for the facts as observed at Matheran by
Dr. Smith are not very encouraging. The stream in
the Bund valley which when covered by a jungle of
trees and reeds was full of water has become since-
these were cleared, tiny in the hot season.
Notwithstanding this increase of temperature the
station is the healthiest we have in this Presidency
and its climate invigorating particularly to such as
have been debilitated by the heat of the plains or
hard-work. In November, December and January,.
Europeans and natives find a fire in the hearth very
desirable. The hot season embraces the months of
March, April and May. The hottest month of the
year is April when the temperature rises occasionally
very high, the dry easterly winds blowing from the
Deccan being very trying; but the mornings and
evenings are always cool and make outdoor exercise-